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ANNUAL  REPORT 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1963 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1963 
in  accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

Statistics 

General 

The  sunshine  total  of  1,788.8  hours  for  Shanklin  was  163 
hours  below  average  and  the  third  lowest  on  record.  Despite 
this  the  August  figure  was  the  highest  in  Great  Britain. 

Vital 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  has 
reached  13,510.  This  is  260  more  than  last  year. 

The  birth  rate  is  almost  the  same  but  the  number  of 
illegitimate  births  (15)  is  higher  than  usual  and  this  is  not 
surprising  in  view  of  the  lower  moral  standards  prevalent 
throughout  the  country. 

There  were  four  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  giving 
an  infant  mortality  rate  of  28.2  compared  with  a  national 
average  of  21.1. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  but  the  perinatal  mortality 
rate  was  again  high.  This  rate  refers  to  the  proportion  of 
babies  who  were  either  still-born  or  who  died  during  the  first 
week  of  life.  On  the  small  figures  available  it  is  impossible 
to  draw  any  definite  conclusions.  Investigation  of  perinatal 
mortality,  in  a  recent  national  survey,  has  revealed  that  the 
numbers  of  these  early  deaths  and  still-births  could  be  reduced, 
if  more  mothers  were  selected  for  delivery  in  hospital,  provid¬ 
ing,  of  course,  sufficient  beds  were  available. 

Causes  of  Death 

There  was  only  one  death  attributable  to  tuberculosis. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  lung 
cancer  and  also  from  heart  disease — particularly  coronary 
thrombosis.  The  former  condition  is  associated  with  cigarette 
smoking,  which,  unfortunately,  shows  no  apparent  decrease. 

There  were  no  deaths  due  to  motor  vehicle  accidents. 
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Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 

No  cases  of  diptheria  or  poliomyelitis  were  notified  and 
only  one  case  of  whooping  cough.  This  is  very  satisfactory 
but  if  this  state  of  affairs  is  to  continue,  the  importance  of 
immunisation  in  childhood  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised. 
Those  who  go  abroad  for  their  holiday  are  also  advised  to 
consider  the  need  for  immunisation  against  typhoid  fever. 

It  is  known  that  there  were  a  number  of  cases  of  suspected 
food  poisoning  but  none  were  officially  notified.  Usually  this 
is  a  short,  acute  illness  associated  with  diarrhoea  and  vomiting. 
More  often  than  not  there  is  complete  recovery  within  a  week. 
Family  doctors  are  reluctant  to  notify  isolated  cases  because 
of  its  comparative  mildness.  In  fact,  many  of  the  victims  do 
not  request  medical  attention  but  seek  advice  from  the 
chemist. 

Food  poisoning  is  a  no  greater  problem  here  than  else¬ 
where  but  I  am  hoping  that  family  doctors  will  notify  all  cases 
they  attend  in  future.  Although  it  is  not  often  a  serious 
condition,  it  can  be  fatal  in  small  babies  and  the  very  elderly. 
Notification  of  an  isolated  case  may  unearth  a  minor  epidemic, 
and  as  it  is  preventable  the  Health  Department  can  take  steps 
to  limit  its  spread,  and  advise  on  any  unhygienic  conditions 
found  to  be  responsible.  It  is  particularly  important  that, 
not  only  our  own  inhabitants,  but  also  our  many  Summer 
visitors  should  be  safeguarded  as  much  as  possible  from  this 
troublesome  condition. 

Prevention  of  food  poisoning  and  more  serious  conditions 
such  as  typhoid  fever  also  involves  maintaining  a  high  stan¬ 
dard  of  food  hygiene  and  it  will  be  seen  that  your  Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector  is  particularly  conscientious  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  this  problem.  Fortunately,  the  majority  of  those 
responsible  for  catering  and  the  sale  of  food  are  most  co¬ 
operative. 

There  were  101  cases  of  measles  notified  but  this  is,  at 
present,  a  fairly  mild  condition  and  complications  are  in¬ 
frequent. 

Removal  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and  Attention 

Fortunately  no  action  was  required  under  Section  47  of 
the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Dental  Decay 

The  physique  and  health  of  children  today  is  better  than 
it  ever  was,  but  we  have  failed  to  deal,  effectively,  with  the 
problem  of  dental  decay.  Naturally,  the  Principal  School 
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Dental  Officer  is  most  concerned  and  he  has  kindly  given  me 
permission  to  quote  the  following  statement,  which  he  has 
prepared. 

“The  incidence  of  dental  decay  in  the  mouths  of  children 
in  the  District  shows  no  sign  of  lessening.  Much  work  is 
being  done  to  try  to  bring  about  an  improvement  in  oral 
hygiene  and  to  establish  sensible  dietary  habits.  But,  to  take 
a  realistic  view,  an  unqualified  success  cannot  be  expected. 
The  one  great  hope  for  the  future  dental  health  of  the  com¬ 
munity  lies  in  bringing  the  fluoride  content  of  the  public 
water  supplies  to  the  optimum  level  of  one  part  per  million. 

It  cannot  be  sufficiently  emphasised  that  Fluoridation 
completely  satisfies  the  three  criteria  of  any  Public  Health 
measure: — 

1.  That  it  is  necessary, 

2.  That  it  is  effective,  and 

3.  That  it  is  safe. 

G.  Simons". 

I  believe  that  public  demand  will  eventually  require 
that  all  water  supplies  are  adequately  fluoridated.  Future 
generations  will  then  accept  the  addition  of  fluoride  to  their 
water  supplies  as  readily  as  we  accept  chlorination. 

Housing 

Where  it  has  been  necessary  to  recommend  priority 
housing  on  health  grounds  the  Committee  has  been  most 
helpful. 

There  are,  however,  a  number  of  elderly  people  still  in 
need  of  special  housing.  Fortunately  the  Committee  has 
reached  decisions  during  the  year,  which  will  result  in  the 
provision  of  additional  special  accommodation. 

Health  Education 

Talks  on  health  topics  are  given  from  time  to  time  and 
some  use  is  made  of  posters.  Health  education  is,  however, 
very  much  a  part  of  our  routine  work  in  giving  advice  to 
members  of  the  community  who  require  the  assistance  of  the 
department. 

Conferences  and  Courses 

None  were  attended  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  year. 
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New  Legislation 

The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963  is  of 
considerable  importance  and  comes  into  force  in  1964. 

This  is  the  first  legislation  controlling  the  conditions  of 
work  for  office  workers  and,  to  some  extent,  shop  workers, 
for  over  eighty  years.  Thus  a  valuable  and  important  con¬ 
tribution  has  been  made  to  the  improvement  of  working 
conditions  of  the  employees  concerned.  Brief! y,  this  Act  will 
require  shops  and  offices  to  have  adequate  lighting,  heating, 
ventilation  and  to  provide  proper  sanitary  and  washing 
facilities.  It  also  embraces  the  safety  standards  for  fire  and 
other  risks.  Thus  working  conditions  will  not  only  be 
healthier  and  safer  but  more  comfortable.  The  first  step  will 
be  for  owners  and  occupiers  to  register  with  the  Health 
Department. 

Other  legislation  included  the  Public  Lavatories  Turn¬ 
stiles  Act  1963  and  the  Animal  Boarding  Establishments 
Act  1963. 

Staff 


Dr.  J.  D.  Russell  resigned  on  17th  July,  1963,  and  I 
assumed  duty  on  9th  September,  1963.  There  were  no  other 
staff  changes. 
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Statistics 


(1)  GENERAL 

Number  of  domestic  premises  ... 

Number  of  commercial  and  other  premises 
Rateable  Value  (as  at  31.3.64)  ... 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  (1962/63) 


4,288 
1,626 
...  4674,079 
...  £  1,248 


Meteorological  Statistics 


Sunshine 

Rainfall 

1962 

Sandown 

Shanklin 

Sandown  Shanklin 

January 

69.5 

79.5 

1.00 

0.95 

February  ... 

85.  i 

93.8 

1.26 

1.23 

March 

143.2 

147.1 

3.53 

3.92 

April 

148.7 

159.9 

4.11 

4.31 

May 

231.4 

250.5 

1.57 

1.87 

June 

217.8 

223.6 

2.60 

3.55 

July 

253.5 

269.6 

1.27 

1.99 

August 

191.3 

210.6 

4.53 

5.94 

September 

151.4 

152.9 

2.44 

3.18 

October 

80.4 

82.7 

2.14 

3.05 

November  ... 

78.4 

72.1 

7.04 

7.68 

December  ... 

52.1 

46.5 

1.09 

1.20 

1702.8  hours 

1788.8  hours 

32.58  inches 

38.87  inches 

(2)  VITAE 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate)  ...  13,510 

Births  M.  F. 

No.  of  live  legitimate  births  67  60  127 

No.  of  live  illegitimate  births  7  8  ...  15 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  resident  population  10.5 

Comparative  factor  (births)  ...  ...  ...  1.36 

Comparative  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  14.3 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  England  and  Wales  18.2 
No.  of  legitimate  stillbirths  3  2  ...  5 

No.  of  illegitimate  stillbirths  —  2  ...  2 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  ...  47.0 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  149 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.6 

Deaths  M.  F. 

Total  No.  of  deaths  ...  122  126  ...  248 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  resident  population  ...  ...  18.4 

Comparative  factor  (deaths)  ...  ...  ...  0.74 

Comparative  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  13.6 

Death  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  12.2 
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Statistics  —continued 

Deaths 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  ...  ...  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

No.  of  deaths  of  legitimate  M.  F. 

infants  under  1  year  of  age  1  2  ...  3 

No.  of  deaths  of  illegitimate 

infants  under  1  year  of  age  —  1  ...  1 

Death  Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  28.2 

Death  Rate  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.6 

Death  Rate  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  66.7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  ...  21.1 

Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  14.1 

Early  Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.1 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60.4 
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Causes  of  Death 


Cause 

Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

(-) 

— - 

(-) 

Diphtheria 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Measles 

— 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

(2) 

4 

(4) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

7 

(4) 

3 

(-) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

(-) 

2 

(3) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

(-) 

3 

(3) 

neoplasms  ... 

16 

(13) 

9 

(6) 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

Diabetes 

2 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

16 

(9) 

24 

(29) 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

27 

(16) 

26 

(14) 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . . 

1 

(1) 

2 

(H 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

10 

(16) 

20 

(21) 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

6 

(4) 

5 

(9) 

Influenza 

— 

(-) 

1 

(1) 

Pneumonia  ... 

8 

(2) 

3 

(2) 

Bronchitis 

5 

(4) 

4 

(2) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

(-) 

— 

(1) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

3 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

— 

(-) 

2 

(-) 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

(1) 

• — 

(-) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

(4) 

— 

(-) 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

(-) 

— - 

(-) 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

— 

(-) 

— 

(1) 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

(8) 

12 

(8) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

(2) 

All  other  accidents  ... 

3 

(— ) 

2 

Suicide 

— 

(-) 

2 

(1) 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

All  Causes  ... 

122 

(84) 

126  (107) 

N.B. — Figures  for  1962  are  entered  in  brackets. 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

Ophthalmia 

101 

— 

— 

Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 
Poliomyelitis  (Non- 

— 

■ 

Paralytic) 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

(Infective) 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 
Tuberculosis 

2 

2 

1 

(Meninges  &  C.N.S.) 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Total 


104 


2 


1 


Age  at  Date  of  Notification 
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Age 

Under  1 

1  and  under  2 

2  3 

3  4 

4  5 

5  „  10 

10  ,,  15 

15  ,,  20 

20  ,,  35 

35  „  45 

45  „  65 

65  and  over 

Totals 
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Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 


(a)  Total  number  of  outbreaks  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Nil 

(b)  Number  of  cases 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Nil 

(c)  Number  of  deaths 

... 

Nil 

Infectious  and  other  Diseases  (Schools  return) 

Chicken  pox 

24 

Mumps 

6 

German  Measles 

4 

Influenza 

1 

Measles 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

40 

Tuberculosis 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

AGE  PERIODS 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Totals 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Totals 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  and  under 

1 

1  ,, 

5 

5  ,, 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  ,, 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  „ 

25 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  „ 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  „ 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  „ 

55 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

55  „ 

65 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

65  „ 

76  and  over 

75 

1 

1 

— 

' 

Total 

4 

4 

— 

— ■ 

8* 

1 

— 

— 

1 

*This  total  includes  6  transfers  from  the  mainland. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Acts,  1944 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  1963  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  T.B.  positive  ...  Nil 
Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus  was 

isolated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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Town  Hall, 

Shanklin,  I.W. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

The  following  report  on  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the 
Urban  District  and  the  work  carried  out  in  1963,  is  the  eleventh 
since  my  appointment.  It  is  submitted  as  a  separate  section 
by  courtesy  of  Dr.  D.  W.  Quantrill,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Apart  from  minor  amendments  contained  in  Statutory 
Orders  and  Regulations  the  new  legislation  affecting  the  work 
of  the  department  comprised  the  Animal  Boarding  Establish¬ 
ments  Act  1963  and  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act  1963.  The  former  is  not  of  great  significance  in  this 
district  but  the  latter  Act  which  will  come  into  force  in  stages 
at  various  dates  after  1st  May  1964,  will  involve  the  depart¬ 
ment  in  a  considerable  amount  of  work.  Although  the 
detailed  regulations  to  be  made  under  the  Act  are  not  yet 
published  all  authorities  are  committed  to  a  detailed  survey 
of  all  “offices  and  shops,  etc.”  as  defined  in  the  Act  and  clearly, 
the  administrative  work  involved  in  this,  in  recording,  service 
of  notices,  reinspections,  etc.,  will  be  a  major  task. 

There  are  two  general  observations  which  are  pertinent 
to  a  review  of  1963.  Firstly  the  problems  which  arise  from 
new  processes  of  food  production  and  packaging,  new  require¬ 
ments  as  to  storage;  the  ever-increasing  variety  of  detergents, 
insecticides,  etc.,  and  the  attendant  difficulties  that  arise 
from  their  mis-use  or  abuse  and  unexpected  side  effects;  the 
use  of  new  building  materials,  etc.,  etc. 

It  is  incumbent  on  all  in  the  field  of  public  health  to  keep 
abreast  and  up  to  date  and  to  be  informed  on  all  these  changes 
and  to  be  in  a  position  to  advise  the  public,  bearing  in  mind 
that  past  experience  has  shown  that  all  that  is  changed  or  new 
is  not  necessarily  an  improvement  or  desirable  in  all  respects. 

Secondly,  the  fact  that  the  public  protest  over  rate 
increases  and  expenditure  on  public  services  would  lead  one 
to  suppose  that  this  would  awaken  in  them  an  interest  in 
Local  Government.  Such  in  my  view  is  far  from  being  the 
case.  In  the  wide  contact  the  department  makes  with  all 
classes  and  kinds  of  people  on  a  wide  variety  of  subjects,  the 
general  impression  of  apathy  encountered  is  surprising,  as  is 
the  abysmal  ignorance  of  the  public  generally  as  to  the 
services  provided  for  them  by,  and  available  to  them  from, 
local  authorities. 
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It  would  appear  that  present  day  affluence  largely  in¬ 
creases  personal  and  decreases  communal  interests. 

I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work  done  by 
Mr.  V.  L.  Lerigo,  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  that  done  by  the  Clerk,  Miss  J.  F.  Thomas,  and  Mr. 
Courtney,  the  Rodent  Operator. 

The  support  and  interest  of  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  and  of  other 
Members  of  the  Council  and  the  co-operation  of  my  colleagues 
in  other  departments  is  acknowledged  with  thanks. 

I  am,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  L.  G.  TUBE 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

The  Isle  of  Wight  Water  Board  is  an  ad  hoc  authority 
responsible  for  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  the  main 
supplies  throughout  the  Island.  This  authority  are  repre¬ 
sented  on  the  Board  as  are  all  Island  authorities. 

The  supplies  fall  into  three  main  sections  although  they 
are  interchangeable  to  some  extent  according  to  the  supply 
and  demand.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  daily  con¬ 
sumption  at  high  season  is  over  double  that  used  during  the 
winter. 

Sandown  and  Lake 

The  supplies  for  this  area  are  derived  from  the  East  Yar 
River  and  from  Dyers  Spring  at  Newchurch.  The  water 
undergoes  pre-chlorination,  coagulation  with  alum,  settle¬ 
ment,  filtration,  treatment  with  activated  carbon  and  post 
chlorination  at  the  Sandown  Water  Works.  This  water  also 
forms  the  supply  for  part  of  the  Shanklin  ward  and  for  other 
areas  outside  the  urban  district. 

Shanklin 

Most  of  the  Shanklin  ward  is  supplied  from  the  Greatwood 
and  Cowlease  catchment  areas  although  small  fringe  areas 
derive  their  supplies  from  Sandown,  Chillerton  and  Wroxall. 
Water  from  all  the  sources  is  treated. 

Luccombe  Village 

The  supply  to  the  village  is  by  gravity  flow  from  reser¬ 
voirs  supplied  with  water  from  St.  Boniface  Down  which  is 
treated  and  pumped  to  the  reservoirs. 

General 

The  Water  supplies  to  the  area  and  its  several  parts  were 
satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  The  results  of  bacterio¬ 
logical  analyses  are  given  below. 

During  and  after  snowfall  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  a 
number  of  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  taste  and 
smell  of  the  Sandown  water. 

As  in  previous  years,  this  was  found  to  be  due  to  the 
presence  of  small  amounts  of  very  volatile  chlorophenols  and 
an  increase  in  activated  carbon  treatment,  soon  removed  any 
further  cause  for  complaint.  It  is  emphasised  that  despite 
the  pungent  smell  and  noticeable  taste  when  chlorophenols 
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are  present,  the  concentration  is  very  small  and  does  not 
constitute  any  public  health  hazard  whatever. 

The  waters  from  the  various  supplies  have  been  tested 
by  the  Water  Board  and  certified  as  not  being  liable  to  be 
plumbo-solvent . 

Only  five  premises  in  the  district  are  supplied  from  wells 
for  domestic  purposes  although  there  are  five  other  premises 
on  the  main  supply  but  who  use  well  water  for  non-domestic 
uses. 

There  are  4,288  dwellinghouses  in  the  district  with  a 
population  of  13,510. 

With  the  exception  of  two  farms,  nine  cottages  and  two 
large  houses,  all  are  supplied  from  the  Board’s  main  supplies. 

The  breakdown  of  classification  of  premises  within  the 
district  is:— 


Domestic  premises  ... 

...  4,288 

Commercial  premises 

...  ... 

...  1,345 

Entertainment  and  Recreational 

49 

Public  Utility 

7 

Educational  and  cultural  ... 

12 

Crown 

14 

Industrial 

21 

Miscellaneous 

97 

During  the  year  267  samples  of 

Total  5,833 

water  were  taken  and 

submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis. 
The  results  were: — 

Treated 

Untreated 

Satisfactory  ... 

...  165 

25 

Suspicious 

8 

5 

Unsatisfactory 

8 

56 

181  86 


The  department  took  15  samples  for  bacteriological 
analysis  in  addition  to  those  above:  — 

(1)  Four  samples  from  private  domestic  supplies — all 
gave  satisfactory  results. 

(2)  Three  samples  on  request  from  specific  points  in  the 
public  supply— all  results  were  satisfactory. 

(3)  Eight  samples,  in  two  batches  of  four  at  various 
points  in  a  stream  in  an  endeavour  to  locate  sources 
of  pollution. 
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All  water  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis  are 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Central  Laboratory  at 
Portsmouth. 

Swimming  Pools 

Of  the  four  swimming  pools  in  the  district,  only  one  is 
open  for  use  by  the  general  public. 

The  remaining  three  are  located  at  a  private  hotel,  girls’ 
public  school  and  at  a  primary  school. 

Satisfactory  results  were  obtained  from  the  samples 
submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis.  In  addition  to 
sampling,  frequent  checks  are  made  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  residual  chlorine. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage 

Sewers 

Sewage  from  the  entire  district  reaches  the  Sandown 
works  by  gravitation  or  by  pumping.  The  effluent  from  the 
works,  after  screening  and  sedimentation  is  discharged  only 
at  favourable  states  of  the  tides  to  sea,  through  an  extended 
outfall. 

The  system  is  combined,  taking  both  foul  and  rain  water. 

The  situation  of  the  works  and  flatness  of  the  surrounding 
ground  combine  at  times  of  temperature  inversion  to  cause 
some  nuisance  from  smell  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  These 
conditions  do  not  occur  very  often  but  give  rise  to  justifiable 
complaints  at  the  time. 

The  Council  are  aware  of  this,  and  are  at  present  in  touch 
with  their  consultants  with  a  view  to  taking  the  necessary 
but  costly  steps  to  minimise  the  likelihood  of  further  cause 
for  complaint. 

The  Council  are  also,  at  the  present  time,  giving  con¬ 
sideration  to  carrying  out  the  sewering  of  the  Upper  Hyde 
area  where  over  60  properties  are  at  present  drained  to  cess¬ 
pools  and  septic  tanks  and  where  the  probable  plans  for  future 
development  will  make  the  provision  of  sewers  even  more 
imperative. 

The  Council  are  at  present  giving  consideration  to  carry¬ 
ing  out  works  at  the  beach  outfall  of  a  stream  in  an  endeavour 
to  prevent  ponding.  The  ponding  arises  as  a  result  of  tidal 
movement  of  beach  sand  and  shingle  forming  a  partial  dam 
to  the  outflow  of  the  stream.  This  not  only  provides  a  play¬ 
ground  for  young  children  in  water,  which  is  not  at  all  times 
free  from  contamination,  but  dry  access  across  the  beach  is 
also  difficult. 
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Drainage 

Public  Sewers  (subject  to  Section  24  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
1936) 

During  the  year  785  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
the  investigation  of  defects,  and  the  supervision  and  testing 
of  drainage  repairs,  renewals  and  alterations. 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  supervision  of 
testing  and  all  drainage  works,  even  if  plans  are  submitted 
for  byelaw  approval  the  only  exception  being  new  drainage  for 
entirely  new  buildings  or  Council-owned  property,  for  which 
the  Surveyor  is  responsible. 

The  number  of  (section  24)  public  sewers  found  to  require 
repair  or  renewal  either  entirely  or  in  part  was  three,  serving 
fourteen  properties. 

It  is  surprising  to  find  the  number  of  persons  who  pur¬ 
chase  existing  property  without  taking  steps  to  ascertain 
whether  the  drainage  is  separate  or  combined  and  whether 
there  is  any  contingent  liability  upon  them. 

Purchasers  have  also  subsequently  regretted  their  failure 
to  have  a  drainage  survey  and  test  carried  out  before  signing 
the  contract,  or  have  been  under  a  misapprehension  that  a 
survey  carried  out  in  connection  with  their  application  for  a 
mortgage,  covers  this  point,  whereas  in  almost  every  case  it  is 
specifically  excluded. 

It  is  also  frequently  found  that  owners  are  under  the 
impression  that  their  liability  for  drainage  is  confined  to  the 
curtilage  of  their  property  whereas  the  liability  extends  to  the 
point  at  which  their  drains  connect  to  the  public  sewer, 
wherever  that  may  be  situated. 

In  an  endeavour  to  improve  the  inspection  and  super¬ 
vision  of  drainage  work  and  to  facilitate  the  keeping  of 
accurate  records  the  Council  now  require  the  submission  of  an 
additional  copy  for  this  department,  of  any  plan  involving 
drainage  work  of  any  kind. 

Public  Cleansing 

Refuse  from  the  entire  district  is  collected  and  disposed 
of  on  one  controlled  tip  situated  on  marsh  land  at  Sandown 
adjoining  the  sewage  works. 

The  Council  provide  a  weekly  collection  to  all  premises 
in  the  district  with  the  exception  of  a  very  small  number  of 
outlying  premises  which  receive  a  fortnightly  collection. 

During  the  season  an  augmented  service  is  provided  for 
the  town  centres  and  main  hotels. 
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The  daily  emptying  of  the  growing  number  of  litter  bins 
in  public  places  during  the  season,  places  a  constantly-increas¬ 
ing  burden  on  the  service. 

As  has  been  the  case  for  many  years  past,  the  annual 
amount  of  refuse  and  litter  collected,  has  increased.  Gener¬ 
ally  weight  is  less  but  quantity  and  bulk  increase  and  this 
would  appear  likely  to  continue  so  long  as  more  and  more 
commodities  of  all  kinds  are  packaged  in  non-returnable  and 
disposable  wrappings. 

The  use  of  paper  sacks  in  lieu  of  dustbins  during  the  year, 
showed  a  further  but  smaller  increase  over  last  year.  Particu¬ 
larly  where  output  fluctuates  between  collections  and  where 
storage  space  is  limited,  this  system  has  many  advantages 
which  outweigh  the  small  additional  cost. 

On  hygienic  grounds  alone,  the  advantages  of  the  paper 
sack  system  are  unquestionable.  It  is  hoped  that  more 
occupiers  of  premises  will  appreciate  this  fact  and  change  over 
to  using  paper  sacks  as  and  when  existing  dustbins  require 
replacement. 

There  have  been  a  number  of  instances  of  old  cars  being 
abandoned  on  car  parks  and  open  spaces.  In  all  cases,  the 
co-operation  of  the  police  in  tracing  and  interviewing  the 
owners  has  resulted  in  the  removal  of  the  vehicles. 

It  is  regrettable  to  find  this  further  instance  of  the 
irresponsibility  of  certain  members  of  the  public,  necessitating 
the  spending  of  officials’  time  and  consequently  public  money, 
unnecessarily. 

Caravans,  Chalets  and  Camping  Sites 

(a)  Licensed  Caravan  Sites 

The  improvement  of  amenities  and  conditions  on  licensed 
caravan  sites  has  continued  during  the  year  and  is  almost 
complete  on  five  of  the  six  sites.  In  the  remaining  case  im¬ 
provements  have  been  deferred  by  mutual  agreement. 

Three  sites  now  have  permanent  planning  permission  and 
three  are  limited  at  present  to  20  years. 

Planning  permission  and  the  site  licence  were  amended 
in  respect  of  one  site  permitting  an  additional  17  caravans. 

The  existing  capacity  of  the  licensed  sites  total: — 

Sites  Jams 

Sandown  ...  ...  ...  4  315 

Shanklin  ...  ...  ...  2  330 

6  645 
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All  the  sites  have  their  own  camp  shops  and  other 
amenities,  e.g.  licensed  clubs,  T.V.  and  recreation  rooms,  etc., 
are  provided. 

(b)  Individual  Caravans 

Following  the  action  taken  at  the  end  of  1962,  all  owners 
of  caravans  not  on  licensed  sites,  either  removed  them 
voluntarily  or  applied  for  planning  permission. 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  planning  permission  was  refused 
and  in  those  cases,  removal  of  the  van  has  resulted  in  some 
instances,  in  other  cases  enforcement  action  may  be  necessary; 
in  a  few  cases  formal  notice  of  intention  to  appeal  has  been 
lodged. 

The  stationing  of  caravans  in  gardens,  drives  and  grounds 
is  development  that  can  only  be  detrimental  to  the  amenities 
of  any  district,  particularly  a  holiday  resort.  It  would  appear 
that  the  exemptions  provided  for  in  legislation  were  not  meant 
to  include  caravans  used  directly  or  indirectly  for  purposes  of 
gain  unless  stationed  on  sites  duly  approved  under  Town 
Planning  and  licensed  by  the  local  authority. 


(c)  Chalets 

Two  sites  in  the  district,  both  at  Sandown,  provide  chalet 
holiday  accommodation. 

The  chalets  are  all  of  permanent  construction,  but  are 
restricted  to  use  for  human  habitation  during  the  summer 
months  only. 

One  site  has  60  entirely  self-contained  two-bedroomed 
separate  chalets.  The  other  comprises  12  chalets  built  in 
terrace  blocks  with  some  communal  facilities.  Both  sites 
have  their  own  camp  shop. 


(d)  Tents 

Licences  in  respect  of  land  used  as  sites  for  moveable 
dwellings  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
were  renewed  in  two  instances,  both  in  the  Shanklin  ward. 

There  are  in  addition  farmers  who  permit  camping  by 
exempted  organisations,  e.g.  Boys’  Brigade,  Boy  Scouts,  etc., 
to  a  limited  extent  at  the  height  of  the  season.  Similarly, 
Girl  Guides  and  other  girls’  organisations  hire  church  and 
other  halls  for  short  term  “camping”  during  the  season. 
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Rodent  Control 

The  department  provides  a  rodent  control  service  for  all 
types  of  premises,  domestic,  business  and  agricultural,  either 
on  an  annual  contract  basis,  or  by  a  charge  on  a  time  and 
materials  basis. 

In  the  case  of  domestic  premises  a  small  fixed  charge  is 
made  with  concessions  in  special  cases  and  to  old  age  pen¬ 
sioners. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  185  complaints  were  received,  a 
slight  increase  on  1962.  As  a  result  of  these  complaints, 
routine  inspections  and  treatments,  the  rodent  operator  made 
a  total  of  2,969  visits  and  in  addition  45  visits  were  made  by 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  connection  with  rodent 
control. 


The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  visits  made: 


Dwellinghouses 
(including  Council 
houses) 

Other  premises 
(including  business 
premises) 

Agricultural 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

509 

178 

20 

271 

115 

14 

10 

7 

— 

Annual  contracts  numbered  103  with  fees  amounting  to 
£390,  all  such  contracts  terminate  on  31st  March,  next. 

No  sewer  test  baiting  was  undertaken  during  the  year 
as  negative  results  were  obtained  in  1961.  A  further  ten  per 
cent  test  baiting  will  be  undertaken  in  the  spring  of  1964. 

The  public  generally,  are  apprehensive  of  the  public 
health  dangers  and  the  unnecessary  damage  caused  by  rodent 
infestations  whether  of  rats  or  mice,  and  rightly  so.  In  view 
of  this  it  is  surprising  to  find  how  many  infestations  occur  as  a 
result  of  blatant  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  public. 

The  keeping  of  poultry  and  other  domestic  animals  with 
insufficient  care  regarding  feeding;  storage  of  garden  produce 
in  sheds  and  outhouses  which  are  not  proofed  against  vermin; 
the  feeding  of  wild  birds,  usually  in  quantities  far  beyond 
their  needs  and  at  times  when  supplies  of  their  natural  food 
are  abundant  and  general  carelessness  and  untidyness  in 
refuse  and  litter  disposal,  are  some  of  the  main  causes  of  rodent 
infestations. 


20 


Greater  care  on  the  part  of  the  public  generally,  could 
do  much  to  assist  local  authorities  in  greatly  reducing  the 
rodent  population.  This  would  also  greatly  reduce  the 
national  cost  of  damage  done  by  rodents  and  the  time  and 
money  spent  on  rodent  control  work,  which  at  present  is 
considerable  and  tends  to  increase  rather  than  decrease. 

Insect  Pest  Control 

Although  the  incidence  of  flies  generally  was  again  below 
average,  a  further  increase  in  the  use  of  aerosols  and  fly  sprays 
reduced  the  infestations  treated  by  the  department,  to  one. 

Insect  infestations  excluding  vermin  dealt  with  by  the 
department  are  shown  in  the  following  figures: — 

Infestations  of  cockroaches  ...  ...  ...  19 

Infestations  of  ants,  woodlice,  etc.  ...  ...  7 

Infestations  of  flies  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Infestations  of  wasps  ...  ...  ...  ...  II 

38 

In  addition  to  the  above,  advice  was  given  and  insecticide 
supplied  on  recharge  where  minor  infestations  of  other  insects 
occurred. 

For  the  first  time  the  Council  offered  a  service  of  disin¬ 
festation  and  regular  inspections,  on  an  annual  contract  basis 
in  respect  of  business  premises  which  were  found  to  be  liable 
to  infestations. 

Verminous  Premises  and  Persons 

Eight  premises  were  disinfested  after  complaint  of  vermin 
infestations. 

Seven  of  these  were  flea  infestations  and  one  was  of  bed 
bugs.  In  five  of  the  seven  instances  of  flea  infestation  the 
source  was  domestic  pets  which  had  themselves  become 
infested  elsewhere.  In  one  case  a  birds  nest  was  the  cause 
and  in  one  case  the  cause  was  not  found. 

The  infestation  of  bed  bugs  arose  from  occupancy  of  a 
staff  bedroom  by  an  itinerant  employee. 

In  all  the  above  cases  the  infestations  were  slight  and 
did  not  necessitate  destruction  of  any  furniture. 
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Shops 

The  inspection  of  shops  under  the  health  and  welfare 
provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  1950  necessitated  only  18  visits. 

The  large  decrease  in  this  section  of  the  departmental 
work  has  been  deliberate  in  view  of  new  legislation  which  it  is 
anticipated  will  come  into  force  during  1964  and  which  will 
then  necessitate  detailed  survey  and  inspection  of  all  shops 
and  office  premises. 

At  the  present  time  it  is  estimated  from  examination  of 


the  rate  book  and  other  record 

s  that  the  following  premises 

will  come  within  the 

provisions 

of  the  new 

legislation. 

Other 

Shops 

Offices 

Premises 

Sandown 

151 

T  67 

\56 

Lake 

43 

Shanklin 

192 

61 

74 

386 

128 

130=644 

The  Council  at  present  exercise  delegated  powers  from 
the  County  Council  under  the  Shops  Act  1950  in  relation  to 
closing  hours  and  Sunday  trading. 

The  existing  Orders  permitting  suspension  of  half-day 
closing,  extended  hours  of  opening  and  Sunday  trading 
remained  in  force  during  the  seasonal  months. 

Although  all  types  of  shop  can  avail  themselves  of  most 
of  these  concessions  it  has  been  found  in  practice  that  only  a 
minority  of  trades  in  certain  localities  within  the  district 
do  so. 


Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

Last  year’s  report  contained  full  details  of  the  initial 
survey  of  all  establishments  to  which  the  byelaws  made  under 
Section  77  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1961  apply. 

During  the  year,  reinspections  were  made  particularly  in 
those  cases  where  it  has  been  necessary  to  serve  notice  of 
contravention  of  the  byelaws. 

Compliance  was  found  to  have  been  effected  in  respect 
of  eight  of  the  twelve  notices  served. 

It  has  been  found  that  in  this  class  of  trade  the  change¬ 
over  of  full-time  employed  personnel  is  above  average  and 
that  employment  of  part-time  additional  employees  during 
the  season  is  considerable. 
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Noise  Abatement  Act  1960 

Once  again,  although  only  three  official  complaints  were 
received,  advice  was  sought  particularly  during  the  seasonal 
months  concerning  alleged  disturbances  from,  e.g.  slamming 
car  doors,  dogs  barking.  These  annoyances  are  seldom 
sufficiently  frequent  or  of  a  nature  as  to  warrant  any  official 
action. 

The  three  complaints  in  respect  of  which  informal  action 
was  taken  referred  to  a  bird  scarer,  a  wireless  in  a  first  floor 
fiat  and  to  disturbances  from  a  house  accommodating  hotel 
staff.  Cause  for  complaint  was  remedied  in  all  cases. 

Pet  Animals  Act  1951 

As  in  the  previous  year  two  licences  to  keep  a  Pet  Shop 
were  issued. 

One  is  in  respect  of  a  specialist  pet  shop  dealing  in  all 
kinds  of  pets.  The  other  shop  deals  in  pet  birds  only  as  a 
supplementary  retail  activity. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  notice  in  the  former  case 
for  a  monkey  to  be  housed  in  a  larger  cage  and  for  it  to  be 
cleaned  more  frequently.  Compliance  was  readily  forth¬ 
coming. 

Although  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  do  not  apply, 
regular  inspections  are  made  at  the  Zoo  in  regard  to  general 
conditions  under  which  the  animals  are  kept.  Any  com¬ 
plaints  received  other  than  in  relation  to  public  health  matters 
are  referred  to  the  R.S.P.C.A. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  1963 

The  above  new  legislation  which  received  the  Royal 
Assent  in  July,  comes  into  operation  on  1st  January,  1964. 

As  Section  5  defines  that  only  establishments  where 
boarding  is  the  main  activity  shall  be  licensed,  there  are  no 
premises  within  the  urban  district  which  need  a  licence. 

Talks 

During  the  year  six  talks  were  given  to  various  organisa¬ 
tions  and  three  to  senior  classes  at  local  secondary  schools. 

These  talks  were  given  on  public  health  matters  and  on 
local  government  generally  in  almost  equal  proportions. 

Complaints 

A  total  of  454  complaints  were  received  during  the  year, 
an  increase  of  23%  over  the  figure  for  1962. 
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The  main  increases  related  to  sanitary  defects  and  water 
supply,  due  in  the  main  to  conditions  arising  from  the  pro¬ 
longed  spell  of  cold  weather  early  in  the  year. 

Reference  has  been  made  earlier  in  this  report  under 
water  supply,  to  the  difficulties  which  arose  and  the  measures 
which  were  taken. 

As  is  to  be  expected,  prolonged  snow  draws  attention 
to  roof  defects  which  would  not  otherwise  have  been  apparent. 

In  a  number  of  cases  complaint  was  made  to  the  depart¬ 
ment  solely  in  the  hope  that  official  pressure  might  gain  some 
degree  of  priority  treatment  from  builders  who  at  that  time 
were  very  heavily  pressed. 

Broad  classification  of  complaints  received  is: — 


Sanitary  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Drainage  and  sanitary  arrangements  ...  42 

Rodent  infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  185 

Insect  infestations  (all)  ...  ...  ...  45 

Refuse  collection  and  storage  ...  ...  8 

Offensive  odours,  accumulations,  deposits, 

etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Keeping  of  animals  and  birds  ...  ...  5 

Food  (soundness  and  hygiene)  ...  ...  18 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Noise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


Total  454 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of 
the  year  1963  for  the  Urban  District  of  Sandown-Shanklin 
in  the  County  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to 
health  (including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspect¬ 
ors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

6 

19 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

70 

12 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

76 

31 

3 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or 
more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two, 
three  or  more  "cases”). 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1) 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (S.3) 

_ 

_ 

- 

____ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S. 6)  ... 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  insufficient 

_ 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective  ... 

_ 

3 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Total 

2 

1 

— 

4 

— 

There  are  no  registered  outworkers  in  the  district. 


Housing 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Council  made  Closing 
Orders  in  respect  of  a  pair  of  cottages  the  gable  wall  of  one 
having  become  dangerous  and  necessitating  immediate 
evacuation  of  the  premises  and  emergency  shoring  works. 

Two  Closing  Orders  previously  made  were  determined 
following  completion  of  works  of  repair  and  improvement 
given  in  undertakings  submitted  to  and  accepted  by  the 
Council. 

Further  progress  was  also  made  in  the  protracted  and 
complicated  negotiations  regarding  the  Clearance  Area  in 
Landguard  Road. 

During  the  year  a  demolition  order  was  made  and 
executed  in  respect  of  a  large  wooden  hut  situated  on  a  small¬ 
holding  and  being  used  by  the  occupier  for  permanent  habita¬ 
tion. 

Despite  increased  government  and  local  publicity  in 
regard  to  Improvement  Grants  whether  standard  or  dis¬ 
cretionary,  the  improvement  of  unfurnished  rented  accom¬ 
modation  has  not  yet  begun. 

As  last  year,  all  applications  received  and  granted,  with 
one  exception,  have  been  in  respect  of  owner-occupied  premises 
or  for  units  of  furnished  accommodation  primarily  for 
seasonal  occupation. 

No  new  units  of  housing  accommodation  built  by  the 
Council  became  available  during  the  year.  The  most  urgent 
cases  from  the  housing  application  list  being  dealt  with  by 
filling  casual  vacancies  occurring  in  existing  Council  houses, 
bungalows  and  flats.  Ten  such  vacancies  occurred  during 
the  year  and  in  order  to  utilise  the  accommodation  to  the 
fullest  extent  transfers  were  effected  in  five  cases.  After 
adjusting  deletions  and  additions  to  the  housing  applicants 
waiting  list  the  total  shows  little  alteration  from  that  of  last 
year.  Only  six  cases  on  the  list,  applied  prior  to  1960  and 
41%  of  applications  were  made  within  the  last  twelve  months. 

The  demand  is  highest  for  1 -bedroom  units  of  accom¬ 
modation  and  the  average  age  of  applicants  increases  each 
year.  The  demand  from  elderly  people  for  rehousing  in¬ 
creases  each  year  and  arises  mainly  from  the  growing  number 
of  persons  in  this  age  group,  their  inability  to  purchase 
property  and  the  constant  reduction  in  the  number  of  premises 
available  to  rent  unfurnished, 
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Bearing  in  mind  the  above  facts,  present  day  building 
costs,  the  number  of  cases  and  the  general  degree  of  urgency, 
do  not  justify  further  building  on  a  large  scale  at  present. 

The  demand  from  elderly  people  for  rehousing  justifies 
the  provision  of  further  units  of  one-bedroomed  accom¬ 
modation  most  of  which  should  be  on  ground  level,  be  as 
conveniently  situated  for  shops,  etc.,  as  possible  and  provided 
with  the  minimum  of  garden. 

The  number  of  cases  not  requiring  or  willing  to  accept 
rehousing  in  old  people's  homes  and  yet  who  need  some 
degree  of  supervision  is  constantly  increasing.  This  need 
would  best  be  met  by  the  provision  of  small  units  of  accom¬ 
modation  in  close  proximity  to  a  wardens  unit. 

Flatlets 

Reference  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  to  the  trend  to 
convert  large  houses  and  other  premises  into  small  flatlets. 

The  Council’s  decision  to  exercise  control  over  these 
premises  by  adopting  standards  under  sections  15-19  of  the 
Housing  Act  1961  has  proved  a  wise  decision. 

Conversions  of  this  kind  are  still  increasing.  As  has  been 
said  before,  a  unit  suitable  for  occupation  during  a  holiday  of 
a  few  weeks  may  not  be  suitable  as  a  unit  for  permanent 
occupation. 

Rent  Act  1957 

During  the  year  no  applications  were  received  for  certifi¬ 
cates  of  disrepair  or  for  revocation  of  certificates  previously 
issued. 

The  number  of  rent  controlled  tenancies  further  decreased 
due  mainly  to  the  sale  of  almost  all  premises  which  became 
vacant  or  decontrolled  for  any  reason. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

The  inspection  of  food  premises  continued  to  receive 
high  priority  as  it  always  must,  particularly  in  a  holiday 
resort,  where  the  seasonal  population  and  demand  is  subject 
to  such  heavy  increase. 

The  wide  variation  between  the  seasonal  and  out  of 
season  demand  and  output,  brings  with  it  problems  in  regard 
to  the  size  of  premises,  staffing,  provision  of  equipment,  etc., 
which  do  not  arise,  or  are  capable  of  easy  solution,  in  areas 


where  the  demand  and  output  are  reasonably  stable  and 
predictable. 

During  the  year  636  visits  and  inspections  were  made  to 
food  premises,  246  of  these  being  to  hotels,  cafes  and  restaur¬ 
ants  and  390  to  food  shops  and  other  food  premises.  As  a 
result,  24  written  notices  were  served  and  compliance  effected 
in  respect  of  64  notices. 

This  overlap,  whilst  being  unavoidable  to  some  extent, 
could  be  reduced  if  proprietors  whose  premises  are  only  open 
during  the  seasonal  months,  took  steps  to  have  work  done 
soon  after  the  end  of  the  season  and  thereby  avoid  the  over¬ 
loading  of  builders’  resources  by  all  requiring  work  to  be 
done  just  before  a  new  season  commences. 


Food  Complaints 

Of  the  eighteen  complaints  received  regarding  food 
during  the  year,  fifteen  referred  to  food  being  unfit  or  con¬ 
taminated  to  some  degree.  A  brief  summary  is  as  follows: — 

(1)  A  piece  of  glass  found  in  a  bottle  of  milk  was  found  not 
to  be  from  that  bottle  or  to  be  of  the  same  type  as  that 
used  for  milk  bottles.  As  the  bottle  was  opened  there 
was  doubt  as  to  how  or  when  the  glass  entered  the  bottle. 

(2)  A  small  wire  worm  adeged  to  have  been  in  a  tin  of  stewed 
steak  was  found  not  to  have  been  subjected  to  any  heat. 
As  the  tin  was  opened  while  vegetables  were  being 
prepared  it  was  considered  probable  that  the  manufac¬ 
turers  of  the  meat  were  not  responsible. 

(3)  A  deposit  of  hard  extraneous  matter  was  found  adhering 
to  the  inside  of  the  base  of  a  bottle  of  milk.  The  analyst 
certified  it  to  be  virtually  insoluble  and  unlikely  to  cause 
any  danger  to  health  (chemically  or  bacteriologically). 

(4)  Small  black  specks  were  noticed  on  shelled  walnuts  on  an 
iced  cake.  Investigation  showed  these  to  be  moth  eggs 
and  investigation  at  the  bakery  concerned  showed  their 
supply  of  shelled  walnuts  to  be  infested  and  must  have 
been  on  receipt  b}^  them,  as  the  sealed  tin  was  only 
delivered  and  opened  the  day  prior  to  the  cake  being 
produced. 

(5)  Cut  chicken  sandwiches  packed  in  cellophane  were  found 
to  have  the  corners  “nibbled”  as  though  by  rodents. 
Investigation  showed  the  cause  to  be  faulty  adjustment 
of  the  machine  sealing  the  individual  packages. 
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(6)  A  soiled  finger  bandage  was  found  in  a  tin  of  corned  beef 
produced  in  the  Argentine.  Legal  proceedings  were  not 
instituted  but  the  case  was  referred  to  the  appropriate 
division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Fisheries  and  Food 
for  action  by  them. 

(7)  Flam  sandwiches  purchased  at  a  kiosk  were  dry  and 
discoloured.  Investigations  showed  this  to  be  due  to 
exposure  in  the  sun  for  some  hours. 

(8)  A  meat  pie  purchased  at  a  grocers  was  found  to  be 
“leathery”.  Investigation  showed  the  pie  to  be  five 
days  old  and  to  be  stale  due  to  lack  of  proper  stock 
rotation. 

(9)  Small  black  spindle-shaped  pieces  were  found  in  the  base 
crust  of  a  tinned  loaf  and  were  alleged  to  be  mice  excreta. 
Investigation  by  the  analyst  showed  these  to  be  small 
pieces  of  grease  (used  to  prepare  the  tins)  and  to  be  non- 
inj  urious. 

(10)  Several  fairly  large  pieces  of  strip  metal  were  found 
adhering  to  the  base  of  a  tinned  loaf.  Investigation 
showed  these  to  be  pieces  of  broken  strapping  used  to 
keep  tins  in  threes.  The  metal  was  “clean”,  on  the 
outside  of  the  loaf,  and  was  readily  discernable. 

(11)  The  top  crust  of  pork  pies  were  found  to  be  “spotted’’ 
with  a  white  mould.  The  analyst  found  this  to  be  a 
white  mould  of  penicillin  base  and  to  be  an  indication  of 
staleness  or  temperature  fluctuation  and  whilst  not  being 
aesthetically  acceptable,  not  too  significant  from  a  public 
health  point  of  view. 

(12)  Small  chocolate  swiss  rolls  wrapped  in  tin  foil  were  found 
to  be  discoloured  on  being  opened.  This  was  due  to 
their  being  old  stock  due  to  slow  sale.  The  producers 
closed  the  shop’s  account  for  cakes. 

(13)  A  mould  of  brawn  was  found  on  being  opened  to  be 
slightly  moulded  on  the  top  surface  of  the  gelatine.  All 
other  moulds  of  the  same  batch  were  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory. 

(14)  A  tinned  loaf  on  being  sliced  was  found  to  contain  what 
was  alleged  to  be  shredded  tobacco.  The  analyst’s 
report  showed  the  substance  to  be  carbonaceous  dust 
causing  the  loaf  to  be  inferior  in  commercial  quality  but 
its  consumption  would  not  be  deleterious  to  health. 


(15)  A  complainant  brought  to  the  department  an  empty 
Australian  casserole  steak  tin  containing  only  a  piece  of 
wood  found  to  have  been  immersed  in  meat  juices.  As 
the  top  of  the  tin  showing  the  batch  number,  etc.,  was 
missing,  detailed  investigation  could  not  be  undertaken 
but  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  producers’  distributing 
agents  and  to  Australia  House. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  any  of  the  above 
cases  for  various  reasons  although  warning  letters  were  sent 
in  appropriate  cases. 

It  is  significant  to  note  that  in  a  number  of  cases  the 
analyst’s  investigations  showed  the  substances  to  be  of  a  very 
different  nature  to  that  alleged  by  complainants. 

Nevertheless  the  public  should  be  encouraged  to  report 
all  cases  of  food  contamination  as  resultant  investigations 
are  often  helpful  in  exposing  faults  and  contraventions  which 
although  not  the  cause  of  the  complaint  under  investigation, 
could  possibly  have  more  serious  consequences. 


Classification  of  Food  Premises 


The  following  table  shows  the  broad  classification  of  food 
premises  under  the  heading  of  the  main  trade  or  business. 


Bakehouses 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  .. 
Butchers 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  .. 
Grocers  ... 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 
Kiosks  ... 

Licensed  premises  (full  licence) 
Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Fried  Fish  Shops 


6 

161 

5 

16 

23 

25 

49 

108 

53 

38 

17 

8 


In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  over  700  premises  rated 
as  hotels  and  guesthouses  and  22  club  or  canteen  premises 
from  which  food  is  sold. 


There  are  also  some  300/400  houses  in  addition  to  the 
foregoing  who  cater  far  2-10  visitors  for  varying  periods  during 
the  season. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955.  Section  16 

The  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  and  Section 
are: — 

(a)  Registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausa¬ 

ges  and  preserved  foods  ...  ...  25 

(b)  Registration  for  the  manufacture,  storage 

and  sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  161 

186 


During  the  year  seven  new  registrations  were  granted 
under  (b). 

Milk 


Only  four  premises  of  the  six  registered  as  Dairies  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959  are  now  in 
use  as  such. 

There  are  17  premises  in  the  area  from  which  milk  is  sold 
in  bottles  as  received.  Eight  of  these  are  shops  on  caravan  or 
chalet  sites. 

There  are  two  milk  distribution  depots  in  the  area  which 
receive  the  milk  from  a  central  depot  at  Newport  where  heat 
treatment  is  carried  out.  There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants 
in  the  district. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  is  a  “specified  area”  for  milk  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations. 

All  milk  sampling  is  undertaken  by  the  Isle  of  Wight 
County  Council,  who  are  the  Food  and  Drugs  authority  for 
this  district. 

In  the  last  five  years  the  number  of  milk  retailing  firms 
who  deliver  in  the  district  has  been  reduced  from  eight  to 
three. 

Ice  Cream 

Three  premises  in  the  district  are  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  ice  cream.  One  produces  ice  cream  and  lollies 
for  wholesale  distribution  throughout  the  Island,  in  the 
remaining  two  cases,  the  firms  concerned  produce  only  for 
retail  sale  from  their  own  premises  within  the  district. 

Depots  and  distribution  facilities  are  provided  and 
maintained  on  the  Island  by  the  national  firms,  previously 
five  in  number  and  now  reduced  to  two  by  amalgamation. 


During  the  year  24  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  analysis  and  the  results  were  classified: — 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


The  remaining  two  samples  were  not  graded  but  sub¬ 
jected  to  a  plate  count.  One  was  satisfactory  and  one  was 
not.  Appropriate  investigation  and  resampling  were  carried 
out  in  respect  of  the  four  unsatisfactory  sample  results 
obtained. 

The  general  preference  of  the  public  for  either  pre¬ 
wrapped  ice  cream  or  soft  mix  dispensed  from  machines  appear 
to  have  continued. 

The  1959  regulations  were  amended  during  the  year  by 
the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  1963. 

These  in  my  view  are  a  retrograde  step  as  they  perpetuate 
and  increase  the  risk  of  allowing  colouring  and  flavouring, 
fruit,  nuts  and  chocolate  and  other  substances  and  now  sugar 
to  be  added  to  cold  mixes  without  the  need  for  the  mixture 
to  undergo  fresh  heat  treatment. 

Whilst  food  hygiene  in  this  trade  has  in  the  main  been 
good,  it  would  appear  that  the  tendency  to  add  an  ever 
increasing  variety  of  “extras”  to  the  basic  product  to  produce 
“fancy”  ice  creams  must  increase  the  likelihood  of  contamina¬ 
tion  by  increased  handling  and  may  well  necessitate  plate 
counts  being  taken  instead  of,  or  in  addition  to  the  standard 
methylene  blue  test,  in  more  cases. 

The  sampling  of  ice  cream  for  fat  content  and  for  any 
chemical  analysis  and  the  sampling  of  iced  lollies  for  pH  value 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

Bakehouses 

There  are  six  bakehouses  in  the  area.  In  addition,  two 
others  previously  used  have  been  converted  to  other  uses. 

One  bakehouse  produces  bread  only  for  consumption 
throughout  the  Island,  one  produces  meat  pies  and  fancy 
pastry  only  and  the  remaining  four  produce  both  bread  and 
cakes.  Meat  pies  and  pastries  are  also  produced  by  three  of 
these  bakehouses  during  the  season. 

A  further  development  in  the  preference  of  the  public  for 
cut  bread  for  sandwich  making  is  the  growing  demand  for  cut 
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and  filled  prepacked  sandwiches  for  consumption  off  the 
premises  at  which  they  are  purchased.  The  majority  of  these 
sandwiches  are  produced  centrally  by  national  firms  and 
distributed  under  light  refrigeration  to  the  retailers. 

Licensed  Premises 

With  very  few  exceptions,  the  access  to  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  provided  on  licensed  premises  is  now  only  possible 
from  inside  the  premises. 

This  has  tended  to  restrict  the  use  to  patrons  only  and 
has,  in  almost  every  case,  resulted  in  improvement  of  the 
standard  of  the  accommodation  and  cleanliness  and  reduced 
the  likelihood  of  abuse  and  damage  by  unauthorised  persons. 

During  the  year  further  extensions,  alterations  and  im¬ 
provements  were  carried  out  to  a  number  of  premises  not 
previously  dealt  with. 

No  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  licensed 
premises  during  the  year. 

Foodstuffs  Condemned 

The  following  table  lists  the  various  foodstuffs  inspected 
and  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  and 
which  were  voluntarily  surrendered  and  removed  for  destruc¬ 
tion  in  all  cases. 


Tinned  Meat  (excluding  Ham) 

lbs. 

225 

Tinned  Ham 

234 

Tinned  Fruit,  Vegetables,  Soups,  etc. 

...  1,172 

Tinned  Fish 

44 

Tinned  Milk 

26 

Preserves 

27 

Sausages 

241 

Home-Killed  Meat  and  Offal  ... 

212 

Imported  Meat 

68 

Poultry 

14 

Frozen  Foods  ... 

175 

Fats 

28 

Sweets  ... 

58 

Fish  . 

42 

Shellfish 

7 

Total  2,573  lbs. 


During  the  year  57  visits  were  made  for  food  inspection 
of  which  44  were  made  between  May  and  September  (inch). 

The  total  amount  condemned  shows  a  reduction  of  some 
7001b.  on  last  year’s  figures,  5001b.  of  this  being  on  tinned 
hams.  It  would  appear  that  less  imported  tinned  ham  and 
better  packing  have  improved  the  position  in  regard  to  what, 
for  years  past,  has  been  a  product  with  a  high  wastage  rate. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955— Samples 


Samples  taken  by  the  Weights  and  Measures  Depart¬ 
ment,  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council  in  the  Sandown-Shanklin 


Urban  District  during  the  year 

were: — 

Samples 

A  rticle 

No. 

adulterated 

Sampled  obtained 

or  otherwise 

Remarks 

irregular 

Milk  (a)  . 

45 

17 

Failed  meth. 

blue  test 

Milk  (b)  . 

46 

2 

1  deficient  in  fat 
1  deficient  in 

— 

— 

solids  non-fat 

91 

19 

Orange  Squash 

1 

— 

Lemon  Squash 

Liver,  Bacon  and 

I 

— 

Beans 

1 

1 

Labelling 

discrepancy 

Lemonade  ... 

1 

— 

Blackcurrant  Drink 

1 

— 

Orange  Drink 

1 

— 

Cream  Soda 

I 

— 

Butter  Drops 

1 

— 

Whisky 

2 

— 

Tea 

4 

— 

Instant  Coffee 

1 

— 

Evaporated  Milk 

9 

Lj 

— 

Reconstituted  Milk 

1 

— 

18 

1 

Milk  (a) — taken 

for  heat  treatment 

and/or  keeping 

quality  tests, 
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Milk  (b) — taken  for  compositional  quality  test. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and 
Measures  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council  for  supplying 
the  above  details  of  sampling  undertaken  in  this  district  for 
which  the  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 


Inspection  of  the  District 

Visits  by 
Public  Health 

(a)  General  Sanitation 

Inspectors 

Chalet,  Caravan  and  Camping  Sites 

Caravans — Individual  (not  on  licensed 

38 

sites) 

51 

Council  Properties  ... 

40 

Drainage 

785 

Factories 

31 

Offices  and  Workplaces 

6 

Shops 

18 

Schools 

3 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

75 

Swimming  Pools 

9 

Water  Supply 

28 

Insect  Pest  Control  ... 

19 

Verminous  Premises 

7 

Rodent  Control 

45 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

12 

Miscellaneous 

146 

Interviews  and  meetings  on  site  ... 

52 

(b)  Housing 

Premises  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Premises  reinspected  under  Public  Health 

106 

Acts 

454 

Premises  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  ... 

21 

Premises  reinspected  under  Housing  Acts 

58 

Premises  inspected  in  multiple  occupation 

148 

Housing  application  visits 

254 

Rent  Act  visits 

12 

Overcrowding  visits 

4 

(c)  Infectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning 

Inquiries  re  Infectious  Diseases 

7 

Inquiries  re  Food  Poisoning 

— 

(d)  Food  Hygiene 

Visits  to  Hotels  and  Boarding  Houses 
Visits  to  Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Kiosks 
Visits  to  Bakehouses 
Visits  to  Butchers  ... 

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Milkshops 

Visits  to  Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

Visits  to  Grocers 

Visits  to  Greengrocers 

Visits  to  Ice  Cream  Premises 

Visits  to  Licensed  Premises 

Visits  to  other  Food  Premises 

Visits  for  Ice  Cream  Sampling 

Visits  for  Miscellaneous  Food  Sampling 

Visits  for  Food  Complaints 

Visits  for  Food  Inspection  ... 

Visits  for  Food  Disposal 


113 

133 

23 
49 

1 

26 

51 

36 

153 

14 
51 

24 
8 

15 
57 

26 


(e)  Additional 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Pet  Animals  Act  Visits  ...  ...  ...  3 

Shops  Act  (Closing  Hours)  ...  ...  31 

Total  3,307 


Notices 


1 

Act 

Informal 

Formal 

Served 

Complied 

Served 

Complied 

Public  Health  Acts  ... 

74 

70 

15 

7 

Housing  Acts  1957  and  1961 

3 

2 

— 

— 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1960 

24 

64 

— 

— 

Shops  Acts  1950 

3 

3 

— - 

— 

Factories  Acts 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Pet  Animals  Act  1951 
Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Byelaws 

Caravans  Sites  &  Control  of 

— 

8 

— 

— 

Development  Act,  1960 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

109 

151 

15 

7 

